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This village site covers an area of only one acre and
four Gunthas. It is mainly inhabited by members of the
Ujaliparaj community like Banias, Brahmins, Rajputs,
Kolis, Suthars, Darjis, Mochis, Machhis, Valands, and
Mahommedans and Parsis. There are however a few
Dubla families—a section of- the Kaliparaj. The verna-
cular school, chawdi and the Post Office are located here.
In this place are found two grocers' shops and an open
space in front of the village school where under a tamarind
tree some villager occasionally sets up a temporary shop
for selling chillies, onions, garlic and a few vegetables.
Here are also seen a temple of Rama and a mosque. On
its outskirts to the east dwell the untouchables known in
this part as Dheds.
Thus though the village site presents varied phases of
life, economic, educational, administrative and religious,
these are confined only to the Ujaliparaj who constitute a
small section of the village community. The real social and
economic life of this village can be seen not here but in
the falias which are populated mainly by the Kaliparaj.
Its surroundings:
The village is bounded on the east by Vav and
Khergam, villages of the Chikhli Taluka ; on the north by
Chari, a village of the same Taluka ; on the west by Dha-
nori and Fanaswada and on the south by Segwa, all the
last three being villages of the Bulsar Taluka. It is linked
with all these villages of the two Talukas by small fair-
weather tracks.
The object of this work is to attempt a study of the
social and economic life of Atgam, the village whose lo-
cation, structure and surroundings we have just described.
The social and economic life of a group of people is
moulded by its natural environment. We, therefore, pro-
pose to deal in this Chapter with the physical features or
the natural environment which condition the life of the
people of Atgam.

